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Przypadki schorzen stw ierdzono glownie w E uropie  centralnej i wschodniej 
ale zdarzaly siq przypadki w Hiszpanii,  N iem czech i H olandii  oraz pojedyn- 
czy przypadek najpraw dopodobniej balanoposthitis w Kirgizji. Czqstosc stwier- 
dzen chorob u zubrow zwi^zana jest z in tensyw nosci^  prow adzenia badan 
w tym  kierunku  oraz liczebnosci^ lokalnych populacji.

Geographic  d istribution of cases of d iseases with m icrobio logical
origin in w isents

The analysis of literature data until 2018 concerning cases of diseases or detec­
tion of antibodies indicating the contact with pathogenic m icroorganisms in w isents 
from captivity and free ranging herds was conducted. Because of so far unex­
plained origin of balanoposthitis  such cases were also considered. In the literature 
there were described three kinds of viral diseases (foot and mouth disease, blue 
tongue disease and Schm allenberg virus), six bacterial diseases (tuberculosis, 
Lyme disease, M ycoplasm a , Clostridium  perfringens, Q fever, Anaplasm a phago- 
cytophilum) and three diseases caused by protozoa (coccydiosis, Neospora, Tri- 
trichomonas). Incidence of d iseases were mostly recorded in eastern, and central 
Europe, but there were also such cases in Spain, Germ any and the Netherlands, 
as well as a single case of most probably the balanoposthitis  in Kirghizia. The fre­
quency of detection of diseases in w isents is connected with intensity of .studies 
on this subject and the size of local populations.

F o r m a t i o n  o f  a  l a r g e  f r e e  r a n g i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  E u r o p e a n
b i s o n  i n  R u s s i a
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In the Orel region, the only large protected area is the National Park Orlovskoe 
Polesie. T h e  total area of the Park  is 77,745 ha, includ ing  the land o f  the F o r­
est F u n d  -  33,032 ha. T h e  forests o f the national park represent the eastern 
outsk irts  of the Bryansk and  Kaluga forests. T h e  presence of such relatively 
large forest areas is especially im portan t  due to the lack of suitable land for 
European bison habitat and  serves as the basis for the creation of a sufficiently 
large wisent population  necessary for the conservation o f  this species.

T h e  European bison dom inates  the extensive list o f  rare species of  fauna 
of the Orlovskoe Polesie being a symbol of the national effort to save rare and 
endangered species. Work on the re in troduction  o f  European bison began here
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in 1996. As part o f the P rogram  for Preservation o f  the Russian Bison (1996) 
specialists from the Ins t i tu te  of  Ecology and  Evolution A. N. Severtsova RAS, 
b ison nurseries of Prioksko-Terrasny and O ksky na tu re  reserves and  W W F  
o f  Russia carried out inspection o f  the terr itory  of National Park and adjacent 
lands. T h ey  evaluated the land cover, climatic conditions, food supply, con­
ducted  radiological m easurem ents ,  collected inform ation  on the veterinary 
state o f  the terr itory  and  possible l im iting factors, includ ing  poaching. T h e  
results o f the research allowed to classify the territory  of Orlovskoe Polesie 
as suitable for the creation of a free population of European  bison. At the same 
time, the perspective of the growing E. bison population  m igrating  outside 
the N ational Park into the forest lands of the Kaluga and Bryansk regions 
were im m ediately  considered.

In years 1996-2001, 65 European  bison from various b reed ing  centers 
o f  the world were released in Polesie, which allowed for the first tim e to con­
centrate  the representa tion  o f  entire  world gene pool of the European  bison 
w ith in  one newly created population. D uring  tw enty-three years, this p o p u ­
lation o f  E. bison has shown the steady increase. A ccord ing  to the records 
from 2019, the N ational Park was inhabited  by 401 individuals  includ ing  70 
yearlings (calves born  in 2018) (Table).

Year p o p u la tio n  size n ew born d ead cap tu red

1996 9 0 3 -

1997 18 0 1 -

1998 27 1 0 -

1999 40 3 1 -

2000 57 5 5 -

2001 68 6 1 -

2002 69 1 0 -

2003 77 8 2 -

2004 80 13 1 -

2005 98 18 4 -

2006 122 24 4 -

2007 141 13 2 -

2008 160 33 2 -

2009 178 33 6 -

2010 208 36 1 -

2011 147 23 0 -

2012 171 14 1 -

2013 203 32 5 -

2014 237 23 1
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Year p o p u la tio n  size n ew born dead c ap tu red
2015 271 44 1 5
2016 286 37 1 7
2017 350 49 1 9
2018 383 46 4 7
2019} . . . .

401 70 7 9

Data given in Table ind icate  that the n u m b er  of individuals  is steadily 
increasing, the b ir th  rate was always m uch h igher than the m ortality  rate, so 
the population is on an increase. We could not include in table losses caused 
by possible poaching  and m igration  because of lack of such data.

Currently, some 700 European  bison inhabit  the National Park and adja­
cent territories of Kaluga and Bryansk regions which makes it the largest free 

Ш  population in Russia. Regarding its num bers ,  this population  of European 
I  bison is second only  to the population  o f  Biatowieska Forest, has a un ique 

K . genetic potential and has real prospects for further growth (up to 1000 heads 
( I o r  more), and reaching the siage of self-maintenance. A ccording to experts, 

die Orel -  Bryansk -  Kaluga region is a p rom ising  site for conservation of free 
tanging population of European  bison in natural conditions.

Nevertheless, considering  the curren t trend  in the growth of the European 
bison population, it is extrem ely im portan t  to secure a sufficiently large area 
for this purpose by creating  a unified system of protected areas in the Orel, 
Bryansk, Kaluga and  Tula regions, that would be in terconnected  by a buffer 
zone.

Tworzenie duzej wolnej populacji zubra w Rosji

W  regionie Ortowskim jedynym  duzym obszarem  chronionym  jest Park Naro- 
dowy Polesie Ortowskie. Calkowita powierzchnia Parku wynosi 77 745 ha, w tym 
grunty zasobu lesnego -  33 032 ha. Lasy parku narodowego stanowiq wschodnie 
obrzeza lasow Brianska i Kalugi. Obecnosc takich stosunkowo duzych obszarow 
fesnych jest szczegolnie wazna ze wzglpdu na brak odpowiednich terenow dla 
zubra oraz stanowi podstawq do stworzenia wystarczajqco duzej populacji tego 
oatunku niezbqdnej dla wtasciwej ochrony.

2ubr dom inuje na obszernej liscie rzadkich gatunkow fauny Polesia Orlow- 
skiego jako symbol narodowych wysitkow na rzecz ratowania rzadkich i zagrozo- 
nych gatunkow. Prace nad ponownym wprowadzeniem  zubra rozpoczply siq tutaj 
w  1996 r. W ramach Programu Ochrony Rosyjskiego Zubra (1996) specjalisci 
z lns ty tu tu  Ekologii i Ewolucji A .N .Severtsova RAN, pracownicy rezerwatow przy- 
rody Prioksko-Terrasny i Oksky oraz WW F Rosja przeprowadzili ocenq terytorium


